
TYING the MARSH SHRIMP by John Mathews

Materials:

• Hook- 1/0 Eagle Claw O'Shaghenesy #245
• Danville Flat Wax 2/0 Black or Dark color
• Small/Medium/Large Dumbbell Eyes-see note*

• Medium Length Copper/Gold Hackle
• Congo Hair/EP Fiber for Tail and/or Carapace
• Deer/Bear Hair for Carapace
• Copper Starburst dubbing and Crystal Flash
• 18# or 20# Titanium Leader Wire for Weed

Guard
• Marker for Barring
• Medium Legs(optional)

Important Note: This fly fishes with the hook point UP.  After step 1., for tying purposes and 
orientation of the hook/fly in the vise, what started in step 1 as the top of the hook will become 
the bottom of the hook for all steps that follow.

1. Place hook in the vise and wrap the thread from the eye to half way through the bend 
of the hook.  Then, return thread to 1/3 way from hook eye.

Figure 1: Hook Placed in the Vise Figure 2: Thread in the starting position



2. Tie in the dumbbell eyes on top of hook shank at the 1/3 mark, tie off.  *Tier's note: 
Use Small eyes for fishing the column for cruising reds-Medium eyes for Spring/Summer
and Large eyes for Fall.

3. Turn the hook over in the vise.  Cut a 3 1/4” length of Congo from the whole bundle 
you got from the retailer.  Divide that bundle into three parts.  Starting about 1/8 of an 
inch behind the dumbbell eyes, tie in one end of the Congo Hair.  Now secure 6-8 
strands of crystal flash with half of the strands on each side of the Congo hair.  With the 
end of the Congo Hair secured, lightly pull up at a slight angle and wrap thread over the 
Congo Hair and flash to the previous thread wrap location at the bend of the hook.  As 
you wrap the thread, allow the hook point to part the middle of the Congo Hair bundle.  
Now Wrap back ¼ of the way back to the dumbbell eyes and stop.

Figure 1: Applying the dumbbell eyes

Figure 2: Applying Congo Hair and Flash



4. Pull 6-8 strands of Starburst Dubbing from the pack.  As best you can, even the ends.  
Wrap the Star Burst around the thread then make one wrap around the hook with the 
thread.  Now, lightly pull up on the Star Burst much like you did the Congo Hair and 
wrap thread back to the last thread wraps.  Along the way, allow the hook point to split 
the Star Burst Bundle just as you did with the Congo Hair.  Tie off with a half hitch.

Figure 3: Apply Starburst Dubbing



5.  Tie in the metallic hackle.  Wrap the thread forward making a good smooth base for 
the hackle. Leave thread hanging at the gap between the Congo hair and the dumbbell 
eyes.  Wrap the hackle forward brushing back the hackle barbs with each wrap.  Loose 
sprial wraps are good, close tight wraps are not necessary.  When the hackle reaches the 
gap where the thread is hanging, secure the hackle with a few thread wraps.  Cut off the 
excess hackle and secure with a half hitch or whip finish.

Figure 4: Tying in Metallic Hackle



6.  Attaching the legs:  Move thread to just in front of, and tight to, the dumbbell eyes.  
Now using both hands, take 3 legs and from the bottom of the fly, hook the legs under 
the fly in the gap behind the eyes. Now, pull up on each end of the legs, then pull up 
over top of the eyes then forward and down. With your right hand, collect all of the leg 
strands.  With your left hand, make several loose thread wraps over the 6 legs and pull 
tight.  This should put 3 legs on each side of the hook pointing down and somewhat 
forward.
Return the thread to just in front of the legs and make 4-5 wraps.  Then, advance the 
thread to the eye of the hook, make 5 wraps and let the thread hang.  It's best if you use a
clothespin at this point to hold the legs back and out of your way.
Note:  There are several ways to attach the legs and they all work, this my preferred 
way.

Figure 5: Tying in the legs



7.   Applying the weed guard.  The steps below illustrate how to fashion the weed guard.

Step One:  Make 6-8 wraps with the thread at the eye of the hook.  Now, from top to 
bottom, insert one end of the 3 1/4” long titanium wire through the eye of the hook, bend
the wire back towards the dumbbell eyes and hook it over the dumbbell eye on one side 
of the hook.  Now adjust the length of the wire so the end of the wire is resting just on 
top of the dumbbell eye.  Secure the wire to the hook by wrapping the thread from the 
eye of the hook back to the dumbbell eyes.  Leave the thread at the dumbbell eyes.
Now repeat the same process with the other end of the titanium wire, and secure the wire
to the hook by wrapping the thread from the dumbbell eyes to the eye of the hook.  This 
will form a loop with the wire which will be angled forward of the fly.
Important note: At this point check the length of the wire loop by bending it back to 
the hook point/bend.  The loop should pass over and just behind the hook bend.

Step Two:  Now, to orient the loop at a 90 degree angle to the hook shank, pull the loop 
back towards the hook point and make 4-5 thread wraps between the base of the wire 
loop and the eye of the hook.  Release the wire loop.  The loop should stand at a 90 
degree angle to the hook shank.  If it leans back towards the hook point, back out one 
wrap of thread at a time till the loop stands at a 90 degree angle to the hook shank.  If the
loop leans to the front of the fly, pull the loop back and add one wrap at a time till the 
loop stands at a 90 degree angle to the hook shank.

Now, using your left hand, place your thumb nail against the base of the wire loop that 
was formed and make 6-8 wraps with the thread.  Your thumb nail will guide and place 
the thread wraps where needed.  This will help to support the weed guard.

Figure 6: Applying Weed Guard - Step One Figure 7: Applying Weed Guard - Step Two



Using the technique illustrated above, apply the weed guard to your fly.

Figure 8: Applied Weed Guard



8. Attaching the bear hair wing:

Tier's Note: This step forms the carapace of the shrimp. You may use any material you 
wish to form it: bear hair, deer hair, EP Fibers/Congo Hair. The length of the material 
used should be about 2.5" long. 

Position the thread just in front of the dumbbell eyes with about 2” of thread hanging.  
Cut a clump of longer bear hair from the hide about the same size as the bundle of 
Congo hair.  Clean out the under coat of fluff and cut the bundle butt ends square. 
Pinch the bundle tightly, place and hold it on top of the hook with the butt ends 
extending through the wire loop and just barely to the front edge of the hook eye.  Now, 
while still pinching the bundle and holding it in place on the top of the hook, take two 
loose wraps and pull up on the thread.  This will cause the butt ends to flare creating a 
head to the fly.  Still holding the bundle in place, take about a 6 more tight wraps and 
half hitch or whip finish in the same place.  If you half hitch, finish with just a bit of glue
or head cement.  Clip the thread, you're through working with the thread.

Figure 9: Bear Hair applied



9.  Barring the tail and legs:  As shown above, with the fly still in the vise, grasp the tail 
and gather it tightly.  Using the fine point or the chisel edge of a permanent marker, bar 
the tail about every ¼ of an inch to the tip of the tail.  This creates the body 
segmentation that is part of a shrimp.  If solid color rubber legs were used in step 6 use 
the same marker to bar the legs at about 1/2” spacing.  Trim the legs to a desired length.  
Trim the tail square.

The fly is now complete and ready to fish.

Note: Congo Hair and Starburst dubbing are available from flytiersdungeon.com.

https://www.flytyersdungeon.com/



